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Swift. 
to give a 


What St. John’s fkill in ftate affairs, 

What Ormond’s valour, Oxford’s caresj 
To aid their finking country lent. 

Was all deftroy’d by one event. 

To Affe'ar. v.n. [*from offer, Fr.] To confirm ; | 
function to ; to eftablifh : an old term of law. 

Bleed, bleed, poor country ! 

Great tyranny, lay thou thy bafis Cure ; 

For goodnefs dares not check thee ! 

His title is affear'd. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Afff'ct. n.f. [from the verb affebl.] 

1. Affection; paflion; fenfation. - 

It feemeth that as the feet have a fympathy with the head ; 
fo the wrifts have a fympathy with the heart ; we fee the af- 
fects and paffions of the heart and fpirits are notably difclofcd 
by the pulfe. Bacon's Natural Hijhry, N° 97. 

2. Quality; circumftance. 

I find it difficult to make out one fingle ulcer, as authors de- 
feribe it, without other fymptoms or affebl s joined to it. Wifern. 
This is only the antiquated word for affeblion. 
ToAFFE'CT. v. a. [affect er, Fr. ajfcio, affebl um, Lat.] 

1. To ad! upon ; to produce effects in any other thing. 

The fun 

Had firft his precept fo to move, fo fliinc, 

As might affect the earth with cold, and heat. 

Scarce tolerable. Milton s Paradife loff, b. X. 

The generality of men arc wholly governed by names, in 
matters of good and evil ; fo far as thefe qualities relate to, and 
affebl , the actions of men. South’s Sermons. 

Yet even thofe two particles do reciprocally affebl each other 
with the fame force and vigour, as they would do at the fame 
diftancc in any other fituation imaginable. Bentley s Sermons. 

2. To move the paffions. 

As a thinking man cannot but be very much affected with 
the idea of his appearing in the prefence of that Being, whom 
none can fee and live; he muff be much more affebl cd, when 
he confiders, that this Being whom he appears before, will exa- 
mine the adtions of his life, and reward or punifh him accord- 
ingly. Addifon. Spectator, N° 5 1 3 - 

3. To aim at; to endeavour after : fpoken of perfons. 

Atrides broke 

His filencc next, but ponder’d ere he fpoke : 

Wife are thy words, and glad I would obey, 

But this proud man affects imperial fway. Dryden’s Iliad: 

4; To tend to ; to endeavour after : fpoken of tilings. 

The drops of every fluid affebl a round figure, by the mu- 
tual attradtion of their parts ; as, the globe of the earth and 
fea affcEts a round figure, by the mutual attradtion of its parts 
by gravity. Newton's Opticks. 

5. To be fond of; to be pleafed with ; to love; to regard with 
fondnefs. 

That little which fome of the heathen did chance to hear, 
concerning fuch matter as the facrcd Scripture plentifully con- 
taineth, they did in wonderful fort affebl. Hooker, b. i. 

There is your crown ; 

And he that wears the crown immortally. 

Long guard it yours ! If I affebl it more, 

Than as your honour, and as your renown. 

Let me no more from this obedience rife. Shah. Henry IV: 
Think not that wars we love, and itrife affect ; 

Or that we hate fiveet peace. Fairfax, b. ii. 

None but a woman could a man direct 
To tell us women what we moft affebt. Dryd. Wife of Bath. 

6. To make a fhew of fomething ; to ftudy the appearance of 
any thing ; with fome degree of hypocrify. 

Another nymph, amongft the many fair, 

Before the reft affeblcd ftill to ftand. 

And watch’d my eye preventing my command. Prior. 

Thefe often carry the humour fo far, till their affebt ed 
coldnefs and indifference quite kills all the fondnefs of a lover. 

AdAifan. Spebtator, N° 171: 
The confcious hufband, whom like fymptoms feize. 
Charges on her the guilt of their difeafe ; 

Affebt ing fury, adts a mailman’s part. 

He’ll rip the fatal fecret from her heart; Granville'. 

7; To imitate in an unnatural and conftraincd manner. 

Spcnfer, in affebting the ancients, writ no language ; yet I 
would have him read for his matter, but as Virgil read Ennius. 

Ben. JohnJon's Difcoveries. 
S. To convict of fome crime'; to attaint with guilt: a phrafe 
merely juridical. 

By die civil law, if a dowry widi a wife be promifed and 
not paid, the hufband is not obliged to allow her alimony. 
But if her parents fhall become infolvent by fome misfortune, 
fhe fhall have alimony, unlcfs you can affebt them with fraud, 
in promifing what they knew they were not able to perform: 

Ayliffe's Parergon. 

Affecta'tion: n.f. [affebiatio, Lat.] The adt of making 
an artificial appearance. , 

In things of their own nature indifferent, if cither councils 
or particular men have at any time, with found judgment, mif- 
likcd conformity between the church of God and infidels, die 


caufe thereof hath been fomewhat elfe than only affebt atm of 
diffimilitude. Hooker, b. i\ . § - 

It has been, from age to age, an affebtation to love tiie p!ea- 
fure of folitude, among thofe who cannot poffibly be fuppofed 
qualified for paffing life in that manner. Spebtator , N° ^6 .. 

Affe'cted. participial adj. [from affebt .] 

Moved ; touched with affedtion ; internally difpofed or 


1. 


dined. 


in- 


No marvel then if he were ill affected ; 

Id man’s death. 
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’Tis they have put him on the old 
To have th’ expencc and wafte of his revenues. 

Shakefp. King Lear. 

He was allured, that the model they feemed affected to in 
their directory, was not like to any of dicir foreign reformed 
churches now in the world. Clarendon. 

2 . Studied with over-much care, or with hypocritical appear- 
ance. 

Thefe antick, lifping, affeblcd phantafies, thefe new tuners 
of accents. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

3. In aperfonal fenfe, full of affedtation; as, an affeblcd lady. 

Affe'ctfdi.y. adv. [from affeblcd.'] In an affedted manner ; 

hypocritically; with more appearance than reality. 

Perhaps they are affebledly ignorant ; they are fo willin'; it 
fhould be true, diat they have not attempted to examine it." 

Government of the Tongue, § 5. 
Some indeed have been fo affebledly vain, as to counterfeit 
immortality, and have ftolcn their death, in hopes to beefteem- 
cd immortal. Brown s Vulgar Errours, b. vii c. 10. 

By talking fo familiarly of one hundred and ten thoufand 
pounds, by a tax upon a few commodities, it is plain, you are 
either naturally or affectedly ignorant cf cur condition. Swift. 

Affe'ctedness. n. f. [from affeblcd.'] The quality of being 
affedted, or of making falfe appearances. 

AFFE'CTION. n.f. [affebt ion, Fr. affebt io, Lat.] 

1 . The ftate of being affedted by any caufe, or agent, 
neral fenfe is little in ufe. 

Some men there are love not a gaping pig; 

Some that are mad if they behold a cat ; 

And others, when the bag-pipe lings i’ th’ nofe. 

Cannot contain their urine, for affebt ion. 

Shakefp. Merchant of Venice, 

2 . Paflion of any kind. 

Then gan the Palmer thus : moft wretched man. 

That to affeblions does the bridle lend ; 

In their beginning they are weak and wan. 

But foon through lufferancc grow to fearful end. Fairy 
Impute it to my late folitary life, which is prone to affec- 
tions. , Sidney, b. i. 

Affeblions, as joy, grief, fear, and anger, with fuch like, 
being, as it were, the fundry fafhions and forms of appetite, 
can neither rife at the conceit of a thing indifferent, nor yet 
choofc but rife at the fight of fome things. Hooker, b. i. 

To fpeak truth of Caffar, 

I have not known when his affeblions fway’d 
More than his reafon. Shakefp. Julius Cecfar. 

Zeal ought to be compofed of the higheft degrees of pious 
affeblions ; of which fome are milder and gentler, fome {harper 
and more vehement. Sprafs Sermons. 

I can prefen t nothing beyond this to your affeblions, to ex- 
cite your love and defire. Tillotfon. 

3. Love ; kindnefs ; good-will to fome perfon ; often with to, 
or towards, before the perfon. 

I have acquainted you 
With the dear love I bear to fair Anne Page, 

Who mutually hath anfwer’ d my affeblion. 

Shakefp. Merry Wives of IVinifor. 

My king is tangl’d in affeblion to 
A creature of the queen’s lady Anne Bullen. Sh. Henry V III. 
What warmth is there in your affeblion towards any of thefe 
princely fuitors ? Shakefp. Merchant of V mice. 

Make his intcreft depend upon mutual affeblion and gw d 
correfpondencc with others. Collier on General Kindnejs. 

Nor at firft fight, like moft, admires the fair ; 

For you he lives, and you alone fhall {hare 

His laft affeblion, as his early care. Pff- 

4. Good-will to any objedl ; zeal ; paffionate regard. 

I have reafon to diftruft mine own judgment, as that which 
may be overborn by my zeal and affeblion to this caufe. 

Bacon's Holy liar. 

Set your affeblion upon my words ; defire them, and ye lhal! 
be inftructcd. IVtfdom, vi. 1 *• 

His integrity to the king was without blcmifh, and his af- 
feblion to the church fo notorious, that he never deferted it. Cla. 

All the precepts of chriftianity command us to moderate oui 
paffions, to temper our affeblions towards all things below. 

Temple- 

Let not the mind of a ftudent be under the influence of 
warm affeblion to things of fenfe, when he comes to the learc 
of truth. Watts's Improvement of the Mind- 

State of die mind, in general. 

There grows, 

In my moft ill compos’d affeblion, fuch . 
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The man that hath no mufick in himfelf, 

Nor is not mov’d with concord of lweet founds, 

Is fit for treafons, ftratagems, and fpoils ; 

The motions of his fpirit are dull as night, 

And his affeblions dark as Erebus : r ir ■ 

Let no fuch man be trultcd. Shakefp. Merchant of Venue. 

6. Quality ; property. .. . . . 

The certainty and accuratcnefs which is attributed to w ia, 
they deliver, muff be reftrained to what they teach, concern- 
in'’ thofe purely mathematical difeiplines, arithmctick and geo- 
metry, where the affeblions of quantity are abltradtedly consi- 
dered. , . 

The mouth being neceflary to conduct the voice to the 
fhape of its cavity, neceffarily gives the voice fome particular 
affeblion of found in its pafi'age before it come to the lips. 

M " Holder’s Elements of Speech. 

God may have joined immaterial fouls to other kinds of bo- 
dies, and in other laws of union ; and, from thofe different laws 
of union, there will arife quite different affections, and natures, 
and fpecies of the compound beings. Bentley s Sermons. 

7. State of the body, as aded upon by any caufe. 

It feemed to me a venereal gonorrha:a, and others thought 
it arofe from fome fcorbutical affeblion. Wifeman's Surgery. 

8. Lively reprefentation in painting. 

Affeblion is the lively reprefentment of any paflion whatfo- 
cver, as if the figures flood not upon a cloth or board, but as 
if they were acting upon a ftage. JVotton s Architebhere. 

Affe ction ate. adj. [affebtionne, Fr. from affeblion.] 

1. Full of affe>Stion ; ftrongly moved ; warm; zealous. 

In their love of God, and defire to pleafe him, men can never 
be too affcblionate ; and it is as true, that, in their hatred ot 
fin, men may be fometimes too paffionate. Sprat’s Sermons. 

2. Strongly inclined to ; difpofed to ; with the particle to. 

As for the parliament, it prefently took fire, being affeblio- 
natc, of old, to the war of France. Bacon's Henry VI J. 

3. Fond; tender. 

He found me fitting, beholding this picture, I know not 
with how affcblionate countenance, but, I am lure, with a moft 
affcblionate mind. Sidney. 

Away they fly 

Affcblionate, and undefiring bear 

The moft delicious morfel to their young. Tbomfon’s Spring. 

4. Benevolent ; tender. 

When we reflect on all this affcblionate care of providence 
for our happinefs, with what wonder muft we obferve the little 

effedt it has on men. Rogers's Sermons. 

Affectionately, adv. [from affcblionate.] In an affe&ionate 
manner ; fondly ; tenderly ; benevolently. 

Affe'ctionateness. n.f. [ from affcblionate. ] The quality or 
ftate of being affectionate ; fondnefs ; tendernefs ; good-will ; 
benevolence. 

Affe'ctioned. adj. [from affeblion.] 

1. Affedted ; conceited. This fenfe is now obfolete. 

An affeblioned afs that cons ftate without book, and utters it 
by great fwaths. Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 

2. Inclined ; mentally difpofed. 

Be kindly affebtioned one to another. Rom. xii. 10. 

Affe'ctiously. adv. [from affect.] In an affedting manner. Dibl. 

Afff/ctive. adj. [from affebl. ] That which affedts; that 
which ftrongly touches. It is generally ufed for painful. 

Pain is fo uneafy a fentiment, that very little of it is enough 
to corrupt every enjoyment : and the effedt God intends this 
variety of ungrateful and affective fentimentsftiould have on us, 
is to reclaim our affections from this valley of tears. Ropers. 

Affectuo'sit y. n.f. [from affeblucus.] Paffionatenefs. Dibl. 

Afff/ctuous. adj. [from affebl.] Full of paflion ; as, an af- 
febiuous fpcech : a word little ufed. J 

To Affe're. v. a. [offer, Fr.] A law term, fignifying to con- 
firm. SccAfeard. 

Affe'rors. n.f. [from offer e.] 

Such as arc appointed in court-leets, &c. upon oath, to muldt 
fuch as have committed faults arbitrarily punilhable, and have 
no exprefs penalty fet down by ftatute. Cowell 

A 1 ‘ F I'AN CE. n. f. [affiance, from affi.r, Fr.] 

1. A marriage-contradl. 

, At laft fuch grace I found, and means I wrought, 

That I that lady to my fpoufe had won, 

Accord of friends, confent of parents fought, 

„ made > m y happinefs begun. Fairy Queen, b. ii. 

2. 1 rult in general ; confidence ; fecure reliance. 

The duke is virtuous, mild, and too well given 
To dream on evil, or to work my downfal.— 

--Ah ! what’s more dangerous than this fond affiance ? 
oeems he a dove ? his feathers are but borrowed. 

o T n. • 1 . Shakefp. Henry VI 

*» ” d pro,caion - 1 0 > h “ “ * 

It receives him into a covenant of grace, where there is D ar- 

mifcd C ii ° Ut t0 , a11 tr fj Penitent finners, and afliftancepro- 
m.led^and engaged, and beftowed upon very eafy conditions. 
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viz. humility, prayer, and affiance in him. Hammond s Fund. 
There can be 110 furer way to fuccefs, than by declaiming 

all confidence in ourfelves, and referring the events of things to 

God with an implicit affiance. Atterbury s Sermons . 

To Afi'ance. v. a. [from the noun affiance.] 

1. To betroth ; to bind anyone by promife to marriage. 

To me, fad maid, or rather widow fad. 

He was affianced long tune before, 

And facred pledges he both gave and had ; 

Falfe, errant knight, infamous, and forefwore. Fairy Queen. 
Her fhould Angelo have married; was affianced to her by 
oath, and the nuptial appointed ; between which time of the 
contract, and limit of the folemnity, his brother was wrecked, 
having, in that vcffel, the dowry of his fiftcr. Sh. MeaJ. for M, 

2. To give confidence. 

Stranger ! whoe’er thou art, fecurely reft, ^ 

Affianc'd in my faith, a friendly gueft. Pope's Odyffey. 

Affi'ancer. n.f [from affiance.] He that makes a contract 
of marriage between two parties. 

Affida'tion. \n.f. [from ajfdofLiZX.. See Affied.] Mutual 

Affida'ture. 5 contract; mutual oath of fidelity. Dibl. 

Affidavit, n.f. [affidavit fignifics, in the language of the 
common law, he made oath.] A declaration upon oath. 

You Laid, if I return’d next ’fize in Lent, 

I fhould be in remitter of your grace ; 

In th’ interim my letters fhould take place 
Of affidavits. _ _ Donne. 

Count Rechtercn fhould have made affidavit, that his fervants 
had been affronted, and then Monfieur Mefnager would have 
done him juftice. Spebtator, N J 4 S 1 . 

Affi'e d. participial adj. [from the verb affy, derived from aff.de, 
Lat. Bratton ufing the phrafe afffdare mulieres.] Joined by 
contract ; affianced. 

Be we affied, and fuch affurance ta’en, 

As fhall with either part’s agreement ftand. 

ShakeJ'p. Taming of a Shrew. 

Affilta'tion. n.f. [from ad and fflius, Lat.] Adoption; the 
a<St of taking a fon. Chambers. 

A'ffinage. n.f. [affnage, Fr.] The a£t of refining metals by 
the cupel. Dibl. 

AffFned. adj. [from affinis, Lat.] Joined by affinity to an- 
other ; related to another. 

If partially affin’d , or leagu’d in office. 

Thou doll deliver more or lefs than truth. 

Thou art no foldier. Shakefp. Othello. 

Affi'nity. n.f. [affnite, Fr- from affinis, Lat.] 

1. Relation by marriage ; relation contra&ed by the hufband to 
the kindred of the wife, and by the wife to thofe of the huf- 
band. It is oppofed to confanguinity , or relation by birth. 

In this fenfe it has fometimes the particle with, and fome- 
times to, before the perfon to whom the relation is contraifled. 

And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
took Pharaoh’s daughter. 1 Kings, iii. 1. 

They had left none alive, who had fet his hand to their fer- 
vitude, by the blindnefs of rage killing many guiltlefs perfons, 
either for affinity to the tyrant, or enmity to the tyrant-killers. 

Sidney , b. ii. 

A breach firft with Spain, and not long after with France 
itfelf, notwithftanding fo ftrait an affinity , fo lately treated with 
the one, and a&ually accomplifhed with the other ; as if indeed 
(according to that pleafant maxim of ftate) kingdoms were ne- 
ver married. Wotton. 

2. Relation to; connexion with; refemblance to: fpoken of 
things. 

1 he Britifh tongue, or Welfh, as we now call it, was in ufe 
only in this ifland, having great affinity with the old Gallick. 

Camden. 

All things that have affinity with the heavens, move upon the 
center of another, which they benefit. Bacon, Effay xxiv. 

I he art of painting hath wonderful affinity with that of poe- 
tr y- > Dryd. Dufrejhoy. Pref. 

Man is more diftinguifhed by devotion than by reafon, as 
fevcral brute creatures difeover fomething like reafon, though 
they betray not any thing that bears the leaft affinity to devo- 
tion.^ Addijon. Spebl. N“ 201. 

To AFFFRM. v.n. [afjfrmo, Lat] To declare; to tell con- 
fidently : oppofed to the word deny. 

Yet their own authors faithfully affirm , 

That the land Salike lies in Germany, 

Between the floods of Sala and of ElVc. Shakefp. Henry V. 

To Affi'rm. v. a. To ratify or approve a former law, or judg- 
ment : oppofed to reverfe or repeal. ’ 0 

'l hc houfeof peers hath a power of judicature in fome cafes, 
properly to examine and then to affirm ; or, if there be caufe 
to reverfe the judgments which have been given in the court of 
king’s bench. Bacon's Advice to Sir G. Villiers. 

In this fenfe we fay, to affirm the truth. 

AffFrmaele. ^J. [from affirm.] That which may be affirmed. 
1 hofc attributes and conceptions that were applicable and 
affmnable oi him when prefcm, are now ajfrmable ffnd appli- 
cable to him though paft. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 
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